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Welcome to the Autumn 2005 edition of the Friends of Catton Park newsletter! 

 
MEMBERSHIP  
 
Since our inaugural meeting in February 2005, we have attracted 79 members – but we need more! 
Please think whether you can help by talking to a friend or neighbour who uses/ values/ supports 
the Catton Park for the Public. 
 
Membership cards are being distributed with this Newsletter.  
 
What are the benefits of membership? First and foremost is supporting the establishment of a 
public facility in this great environment and maintaining it as a quality place. Then we will 
continue to organise various events – some free to members, others reduced charge for members. 
There will also be some general social events, primarily to raise money for whatever is needed for 
the Park. 
 
If you have not yet joined, please contact one of us: 

Chairman – Stephen Osborn, 44 Oak Lane, Old Catton, tel 426189 
Secretary – Gill Renouf, 81 Spixworth Road, Old Catton, tel 484073 
Treasurer – David Taylor, 72 Church Street, Old Catton, tel 400686 

Membership - £6 adult; £4 pensioners, concessions and any second or subsequent members of 
family, £2.50 under 18’s. 
 
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL – Saturday 3rd December at 7:30 pm  

 
We are organising a Christmas Social in the Village Hall, Church Street.  This 
seasonal party will be an event for all the family!  As well as food and drink 
(please feel free to bring your own alcohol) there will be a raffle and games and 
competitions for all ages.  Tickets, £5 each, are available from Stephen Osborn 
(telephone 426189) or Gill Renouf (484073).  Places are limited so book early to 
join the fun! 

 
  
FRIENDS OF CATTON PARK WEBSITE 
 
Have you taken a look at our website yet?  You can find it at www.cattonpark.co.uk  You’ll be 
able to find out more information about the Friends and our activities and see some wonderful 
photographs of the Park. 
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FRIENDS OF CATTON PARK – LOGO COMPETITION 

 
As reported in the Evening News, last year pupils from the Old Catton 
Church of England Middle School visited Catton Park with their art 
teacher, Mrs Carol Turner, to study the landscape and to see how the trees 
grew, with the idea of designing a logo for the Friends of Catton Park.  A 
group of about 10 pupils sent their ideas to the Friends for consideration.  
The Friends picked the best design, pictured left, showing the natural 
beauty of the Park.  Ken Leggett, one of the Friends’ executive committee, 
visited the school just before the end of term to present book tokens to the 

      girls who had come up with the best design.   
 
We thank the girls and the school, and hope that you are as impressed with the logo as we are! 
  
CATTON PARK LOTTERY BID UPDATE FROM KEN LEGGETT 
 
As we reported in the last newsletter, the Catton Park Trust submitted an application to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for a grant to restore and enhance Catton Park, which at present is a 
private estate of woodland and farmland.  The aim of the project is to open the Park for free access 
to the local community for quiet enjoyment and recreation for people of all ages.  We could have a 
decision in December – or it may even be March 2006.  The Trust hopes that, with a favourable 
decision from the HLF before the end of the year, restoration work could begin early in 2006. 
 
LITTER PICK 
 
The Friends organised a Litter Pick in the Park in September.  We expect that this was the first of 
many – but the park was surprisingly clean in most parts. Just around the main entrances to the 
park were the main littering points.  Ten pickers set to work and managed to fill two bags each – 
well done and many thanks to you all!  We also thank all of you who regularly take home litter that 
you find in the Park – we know lots of people help in that way. If you do bag rubbish or dog mess 
please remember to take it home and bin it or leave it in the bin in the park. With more public use, 
it will be even more necessary in future. 

 

 
FUTURE EVENTS 

 
 
All members are invited to the first annual general meeting of the Friends of Catton Park, which 
will be held at the Old Catton Village Hall on Thursday 2nd March 2006. 
 
The Friends’ committee has been discussing events for 2006 (dates to be confirmed).  We would 
be pleased to have suggestions from you for future events.   
 
Following the interest in the April bird and tree walk, with over 100 people attending, we will be 
arranging a similar bird and tree walk with Catton Park Trust, early in 2006.  We are also planning 
to hold an event where we will have a guest speaker who will be able to tell us more about the 
history of Catton Park. 
 
We hope to see you at one of our events soon! 
 

Once you’ve finished reading this edition of the ne wsletter why not pass it on to a 
friend or neighbour to let them know what’s happeni ng with Catton Park? 


